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book, the child and the author must be trusted together,
without the intervention of the middle-man What his
author does not tell him he must go without knowing
for the present No explanation will really help him,
and explanations of words and phrases spoil the text
and should not be attempted unless children ask, What
does so and so mean ? when othei children in the class
will probably tell

Form II (A and B), (ages 9 to 12) Children in this
Form have a wider range of reading, a more fertile field
of thought, and more delightful subjects for composition
They write their little essays themselves, and as for
the accuracy of their knowledge and justice of their
expression, why, ' still the wonder grows' They will
describe their favourite scene from The Tempest or
Woodstock They write or tell' stones from work set
in Plutarch or Shakespeare or tell of the events of the
day They narrate from English, French and General
History, from the Old and the New Testament, from Stones
from the History of Rome, from Bulfinch's Age of Fable,
from, for example, Goldsmith's or Wordsworth's poems,
from The Heioes of Asgard in fact, Composition is not
an adjunct but an integral part of then: education in every
subject The exercise affords very great pleasure to
children, perhaps we all like to tell what we know, and
in proportion as their composition is entirely artless, it
is in the same degree artistic and any child is apt to
produce a style to be envied for its vigour and grace
But let me again say there must be no attempt to teach
composition Our failure as teachers is that we place
too little dependence on the intellectual power of oui
scholars, and as they are modest little souls what the
teacher kindly volunteers to do for them, they feel that
they cannot do for themselves But give them a fair
field and no favour and they will describe their favourite
scene from the play they have read, and much besides